MAGISTERIAL PRACTICE

CHAPTER I
POLICE COURT ADVOCACY

ONE of the most remarkable features of the
development of our legal system in the last thirty
years has been the steadily rising importance of the
summary courts. The number of indictable offences
which the magistrates are allowed to try if the
defendant consents was very greatly increased by
the Criminal Justice Act, 1925, and many Acts of
Parliament have been passed in recent years
making serious offences triable either summarily
or upon indictment, the choice of procedure being
very largely left to the discretion of the magistrates.
A still more significant development may be seen
in the Adoption of Children Act, 1926, and the
Guardianship of Infants Act, 1925, which allow the
magistrates in the summary courts to exercise a
jurisdiction concurrent with the High Court and
the County Courts. In the coming years it is
certain that these powers will be increased rather
than diminished. A working knowledge of the
practice and procedure of the summary courts
should therefore be of the greatest value to every
solicitor's clerk even though for the moment he
may be in an office where police court work is "not
done," either because his employers specialise in
other branches of the profession or because the
old-fashioned Victorian belief that police court
work is "not respectable" still lingers.